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(54) Optical element and optical device having it 



(57) An optical element (101) has a first fluid (121) 
and an electroconductive or polar, second fluid (122) im- 
miscible with each other, which are confined in a sealed 
space created between a first support (102) and a sec- 
ond support (106). The first fluid (121) and the second 
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fluid (122) have respective light transmittances different 
from each other. By varying a voltage applied to the sec- 
ond fluid (122), the shape of an interface (124) between 
the first fluid (121) and the second fluid (122) is altered, 
so as to change an amount of light passing through the 
optical element. 
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